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DECEMBER 30, 1972 

1. THANK YOU FOR YOUR EXCELLENF ASSESSMENT (SAIGON 0313). 

2» I WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR ASSESSMENT OF THIEU’S REACTION TO 
THE NEWS WHEN YOU PRESENTED IT. (SAIGON 0312) 

3« FOR THE REASONS YOU WILL INDERSTAND, I CANNOT EMPHASIZE 
TOO STRONGLY THE IMPORTANCE OF AVOIDING ANY IMPLICATION OF GLOATING 
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OVER OUR SUCCESS AT GETTING THE OTHER SIDE BACK TO TALKS OR THE 

IMPLICATION THAT OUR STRONG ACTIONS FORCED THIS RESULT ON THEM. THE 

EFFECT OF SUCH GLOATING ON THE UPCOMING NEGOTIATIONS COULD UNDO 

MUCH OF WHAT WE HAVE ACCOMPLISHED. I HOPE YOU WILt. IMPRESS THIS 
ON ALL THERE. 

4. BY ALL MEANS ENJOY YOUR ANNIVERSARY AND PLAN TO RETURN AS 

YOU SUGGESTED LATE IN THE AFTERNOON OF JANUARY 4 SAIGON TIME. MY 

VERY WARMEST BEST WISHES TO YOU AND CAROL ON YOUR ANNIVERSARY AND 

FOR THE NEW YEAR AND MY DEEP APPRECIATION FOR YOUR TIRELESS EFFORTS. 

WARM REGARDS. 




